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Overview 



 A leading scientific society promoting physics and physicists since 
1874 

 
 Mission to advance physics research, application and education 

globally 



About The Institute of Physics 

● A scientific society, established in 1874 
● Worldwide membership of 50,000+ 
● Mission is to advance physics education, research and application 
● www.iop.org 



• A scientific publishing company wholly owned by the Institute of Physics 

• Head office in Bristol; offices in Philadelphia, Washington, Beijing and 
Tokyo 

• Provides publishing services to other societies and research institutes, 
e.g. CERN, American Astronomical Society, Japanese Society of Applied 
Physics, International Atomic Energy Agency etc. 

• All income or surplus returned to the Institute of Physics to support 
science 

About IOP Publishing 



What We Publish 



The landscape of IOP journals 
 
 
 





 Almost All journals are indexed by SCI/CPCI 
 

 35 Journals with an IF higher than 2.0 
 

 250 papers from authors awarded the Nobel Prize 
 

 One of the lagest publishers of Review Content in 
Physics  

       Reports on Progress in Physics  (IF 12.933) 
 

 IOP Publishes approximately one-third of all plasma-
physics research each year 
 

 IOP is the largest society publisher in the Bioengineering 
category of the JCR 
 

 IOP's seven journals indexed in the JCR Astronomy & 
Astrophysics receive more than 40% of all ciatations in 
the field 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
     

High Quality  



We currently have over 20 partners including: 
 

 American Astronomical Society (USA) 
 Japan Society of Applied Physics (Japan) 
 Deutsche Physikalische Gesellschaft (Germany) 
 European Physical Society (EU) 
 Institute of Physics & Engineering in Medicine (UK) 
 National Institute for Material Science (Japan) 
 Royal Swedish Academy of Sciences (EU) 
 US Department of Energy ( US Government) 
 International Atomic Energy Agency (United Nations) 
 London Mathematical Society (UK) 

 
 

Publishing Partners  



High Quality Journals 
Journal Name Journal 

Abbreviation 
2015 

Reports on Progress in Physics ROPP 12.933 
The Astrophysical Journal Supplement Series ApJS 11.257 
2D Materials 2DM 9.611 
The Astrophysical Journal ApJ 5.909 
Journal of Cosmology and Astroparticle Physics JCAP 5.634 
The Astrophysical Journal Letters ApJL 5.487 
Biofabrication BF 4.702 
The Astronomical Journal AJ 4.617 
Publications of the Astronomical Society of the Pacific PASP 4.422 
Journal of Breath Research JBR 4.177 
Environmental Research Letters ERL 4.134 
Nuclear Fusion NF 4.040 
Chinese Physics C CPC 3.761 
Russian Chemical Reviews RCR 3.687 
Nanotechnology NANO 3.573 
New Journal of Physics NJP 3.570 
Journal of Neural Engineering JNE 3.493 
Biomedical Materials BMM 3.361 



Our Broad Categories 





• 102,000 + articles 
• >40 Journals 

 

IOP Journals for Engineering 



Materials Applied Plasmas 

CM NANO JPD NF 

2DM TMR QST PPCF 

MRX MSMSE PSST 

SMS SUST 

STMP JMM 

SST RCR 

STAM ANSN JJAP PST 

JOS APEX 

FPE 



Biosciences Astro Earth Instrument 

BB JRP AJ ERL JINST 

BF PB ApJ MAF 

BMM PMB ApJL MET 

BPEX PMEA ApJS MST 

JBR CSPO CQG 

JNE JCAP 

RAA JGE 



General Math AMO HEP 

EPL IM JOPT JPG 

NJP IP JPB 

PS JPA LP 

ROP STAT LPL 

PU NON QE 

RMS 

SM 

CPL CTP CPC 

CPB FDR 



● In partnership with Japanese 
Applied Physics Society 

 
● Best applied physics titles in APAC 

Key partner journals 

● These titles were founded on the 
initiative of Alexander M 
Prokhorov, Nobel Laureate in 
Physics 

● High Quaility titles in Laser Physics 



Our Latest Journals 

  
 

 
 



 
  

Our Latest Journals 





• Winner - ALPSP Silver award for innovation 2014 
 
 
 

Our Award winning programme – IOP ebooks 

      The judges recognized our boldness in reinventing books for 
a digital world, and setting the user at the heart of our 
strategy. 

 
 

• The International Academic and Professional 
Publisher Award – LBF 2015 
 
 



A Simple but Bold Vision 

Born Digital - A future-orientated book 
program 
 
Leading Voices - The collection of high-
quality physics books 
 
Physics Society Publisher - The only major 
physics society book publisher 

The Leading Collection of Physics Books for a digital world 



Born Digital 

A Digital book offers more than a Print Book 

Discoverability 

Convenience (24/7 & off-campus access) 

Expanded Usage – Simultaneous users 

ebooks don’t spoil – no need to replace 

Usage statistics 

Rapid Publication Times – published in 1-3 months  

Embedded multimedia – Sound and Video 
becomes part of the book 

Interactive Charting, Math ML 

HTML, PDF and ePUB3 at chapter level 

Fully Integrated Journal and Book platform 

No DRM or limit on simultaneous users 



About the Collections 

• In-Depth – 200-500 pages 
• Research monographs 
• Graduate/Adv Undergraduate Textbooks 

• Authoritative – The leading voice on a topic 
• Very High Production Quality 
• Recent Graduate – Researcher level 

• Concise – 70-120 pages 
• Rapid publication – The first book on a topic 
• Interdisciplinary – Physics for Physicists and 

non-Physicists 
• Undergraduate – Researcher level 

Two complementary ebook collections – one platform 

IOP Expanding Physics 

IOP Concise Physics 
In partnership with 



Subject Coverage 

Broad subject coverage – spanning Physics 



Business Model 

• Collections available individually or as a package 
• One-time Purchase – Immediate Perpetual Access Rights 

• No Digital Rights Management 
• Fully Integrated platform 

• All Content in HTML, PDF and ePUB3 – Integrated Multimedia, 
Math ML, etc. 

• MARC Records, Full-reference linking, etc. 



Publishing in Scientific Journals:  A look at IOP's editorial 
process, from submission to acceptance 



QUALITY ASSESSMENT CRITERIA FOR IOP JOURNALS 

• Q1 Makes major contributions to the advancement of the  
           subject world-wide (top 10%) 
• Q2 Good quality work - original and internationally  
           competitive 
• Q3 Borderline work of limited interest 
• Q4 Low quality work - adds little or no new knowledge  
• Q5 Poor work, clearly unsuitable 

 
• Q1 or Q2 papers are expected 
• Q3 papers unlikely to be accepted 
• Q4 or Q5 papers will be rejected 



What determine the quality 

• Original work, novel and significant 
– Report a major advance or a new approach 
– Be set in context of previous research by yourself and others 

• Interest to the community 
• Have sound motivation and purpose 
• Not previously published 
• Not under consideration for publication in any other journal or any 

other form 
• Ethical code: 

– Research results – true, properly recorded 
– Authorship practices – who can be your co-authors 



● First things first: 
●Decide on your first-choice journal before even 

writing your paper! 
●What is the best journal for the work that you 

have done? 
●Which journal will give you the most recognition 

for your work? 
●What is your second choice? 
●What other factors do you need to consider? 

 
● You could have many things to think about 

When should you decide the journal for submitting your paper? 



 Considerations for your preferred journal: 
 Audience – who reads it? 
 Scope – does your paper fit? 
 Reputation of the journal 
 Quality criteria and acceptance levels 
 Impact/visibility  
 Speed of publication 
 Recommendation from colleagues 
 Open access or subscription model 
 Copyright policy 
 Costs (pages/figures/APCs etc.) 
 Others? 

Deciding on the right journal for your paper 



●Each publisher or journal may have different submission requirements 
 

●Make sure that you know what your chosen journal needs 
 

●Some journals have fixed submission formats  
 

●Have all the required information available – all the author details, 
copyright forms, permissions for reproduced articles, supplementary 
data, etc. 
 

●At IOP we try and make this process as easy as possible for authors 

Submission requirements 



Helpful techniques for writing your paper 

• Focus on new and important research results  
• Make sure the language is clear and precise, especially your conclusions 
• Ensure that figures and tables are clear 
• Ensure that the paper is of the right length 

 
• The most important things to consider when writing a research paper: 

– Do you have original results to report to your peers? 
– What should the format of the article be? Do you have all of the 

references? 
– Which journal do you want to publish in and do you understand their 

submission procedures? 
– Do you understand the process and requirements? 



Structure of a research paper 

 Title – proper and complete  

 Abstract – more details, key words  

 Introduction – history, why, what you have done  

 Method – details and standard  

 Results and Discussion – fact and more  

 Conclusion – what you have achieved  

 References – objective and up-to-date  



Something to avoid 
• Presenting new but trivial or obvious results 
• Making unsubstantiated conclusions 
• Burying new results beneath too much scene-setting 
• Recapping of findings already published 
• Presenting incremental research 

– Being long winded – keep short 
– ‘Flowery’ language 
– Abbreviations and jargon 
– Speculation or anecdotes – keep to the facts 
– A ‘gimmicky’ title  
– makes wild, unjustified claims 
– Poor or incomplete references 
– Poor quality figures 
– Incomplete data 
– Don’t cover up or ‘fudge’ the data 



 Check that your manuscript (and cover letter) fits the Aims and 

Scope of the journal 

 Write with the audience of the journal in mind 

 Follow the guidelines and instructions for authors closely 

 Check your paper for readability. (If necessary, ask a colleague to 

help). 

Quick recap 



IOP journals use ScholarOne 



Peer review process 

Paper 
submitted 

Journal 
assesses 

suitability 

REJECT Paper sent to 
referees 

Referee 
reports sent to 

Editor 

Decision made ACCEPT 

REVISE 

REJECT 



 The IOP editorial team review all submissions first to assess its suitability 

for sending out for peer review. 

 They will check the scope, read the cover letter, and look at the clarity of 

your manuscript. 

 They will also look at the bibliography – related literature, recent work in 

the field, author publication history etc. 

 Papers submitted to IOP journals are ‘run’ through a text duplication 

software to detect plagiarism or duplication.  

Step 1： Pre-refereeing – Initial assessment 



 If the Editorial Team is unsure whether the article is suitable to be 

sent for peer review, a Board Member may be consulted. 

 If the overall content is suitable but the language may pose a 

problem for the referees to understand the work, the authors may 

be asked to resubmit the manuscript after improving the readability 

of the paper, or use an editing service prior to resubmission 

Unsure if the article is suitable for peer review? 



 If the paper is found not to be suitable, it will be 

rejected at this stage 

 A transfer to another journal may be offered 

 Otherwise it will be sent to referees 

Pre-refereeing – Not suitable for peer review 



● The editor selects referees for the paper based on 

Referee selection 

● Independence 
● Expertise 

● Previous record 
● Availability 

● ‘Single blind’ referee process 
● Referee knows who the author is 
● Authors do not know who the referee is 



Double-blind peer review trial (Jan-Dec 2017) 

● Independence 
● Expertise 

Authors will get a choice of single blind 
or double-blind peer review upon 
submission 
 
The pilot scheme will run on MRX and 
BPEX for one year (January – December 
2017), during which time  IOP Publishing 
will track: 
 take up from authors of the 

double-blind option for direct 
submissions 

 authors’ satisfaction with the 
double-blind review process 

 any effects on peer-review and 
publication times. 



What referees do for your paper? 

 Independent assessment by experts in the field 
 

 Referees provide constructive criticism and feedback on your paper 
 

 A ‘filter’ for scientific quality control  
 

 Publishing a paper in a peer-reviewed journal gives more credibility to 
your work  than if you post it on your own web site 
 

 Peer review is an essential part of publishing in a journal or obtaining a 
grant 



Referees’ assessment: Scientific Quality  

 Scientific merit: significant new results and originality 
 

 Accurate and correct 
 

 Sufficient discussion of the context of the work, and suitable 
referencing 
 

 Suitable material for the Journal 



Referees’ assessment: Presentation 

 Title: is it adequate/appropriate? 
 Abstract: is it complete by itself and suitable for direct inclusion in an 

abstracting service? 
 Diagrams, tables, and captions: are they clear and essential? 
 Text and mathematics: are they brief but still clear?  
 Conclusion: does it summarise what has been learned and why it is 

interesting and useful? 
 References: objective and up-to-date  
 Clear writing and communication of ideas, readability and discussion of 

concepts 



Responding to referees’ comments 

 Being asked to revise is a great sign! It means the referees see merit in 
your work and it fits this journal 

 
 Read each referee’s report carefully 
 Respond to each and every comment specially 
 Keep a list of your changes and highlight them in your revised 

manuscript 
 Where you disagree, explain why 
 Never ignore a comment (if you don’t understand then raise a query 

with editorial office) 
 Prepare a detailed reply letter with your response 
 



If your paper is rejected 

 Do not despair: treat referees’ comments as a free expert advice  
 

 You may be able to re-write your article taking into account the 
suggestions of the referees and re-submit it 
 

 Note: If you re-submit the paper to any IOP journal, you need to add 
enough significant new results in it  
 

 If you think the review was unfair, appeal to the journal by sending a 
letter and explaining why you think your work did not receive a fair 
treatment 



If your paper is accepted 

 Great - celebrate! 
 

 Check if the journal needs you to do 
anything now; you may need to: 

 Sign copyright form (assigns copyright to 
the publisher) 

 Provide proof of permissions for 
reproduced figures 

 Upload the source files (TeX/Word) for 
your manuscript 



More information...  

• Free introductory guides for authors and referees 
 http://www.ioppublishing.org/researchers 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

http://www.ioppublishing.org/researchers


●visit http://iopscience.iop.org/page/tutorials to find out 
more online videos about how to access IOPscience 

 
●Contact us 

 
 Mico Zhang 
 E: Mico.zhang@iop.org 

Want to know more about IOPscience  

http://iopscience.iop.org/page/tutorials


Q & A’s 



GOOD LUCK!!   
 

 

–      Thank you! 
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